Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 152139 TOSEC 070050 
ORIGIN PA-02 

INFO OCT-01 SS-15 ISO-OO SSO-OO CCO-OO /018 R 

DRAFTED BY PA/M:BDSHANKS 
APPROVED BY PA/M:DONEW ERRY 
S/S-0 - W. ROPE 
DESIRED DISTRIBUTION 
PA, PA/PRS, S/S 

077090 151655Z/50 

P 151608Z JUN78ZFF4 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO USDEL SECRETARY PRIORITY 

UNCLAS STATE 152139 TOSEC 070050 

FOR CARTER FROM PA 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SOPN, OVIP (VANCE) 

SUBJECT: PRESS MATERIAL 


Message Text 


1 . HEREWITH FULL TEXT WASHINGTON POST ARTICLE BY 
JOHN M. GOSHKO AND EDWARD WALSH, THURSDAY, JUNE 
5, HEADED "U.S. SUMMARY OF EVIDENCE ON CUBAN ROLE 
RELEASED." 


2. IN A REACTION TO CONTINUED QUESTIONING OF PRESI 
DENT CARTER'S CHARGES OF CUBAN COMPLICITY IN THE INVA- 
SION OF ZAIRE, THE WHITE HOUSE YESTERDAY MADE AVAIL- 
ABLE A SUMMARY OF THE EVIDENCE ON WHICH THE PRESIDENT 
PASED HIS ACCUSATIONS. 


3. THIS INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY DRAWS A PICTURE OF CUBAN 
TROOPS IN ANGOLA TRAINING THE KATANGESE REBELS AND 
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LATER ACCOMPANYING THEM TO THE LAUNCHING POINT FOR 
THEIR INVASION ON THE A GOLA-ZAIRE BORDER. THE REBELS 
INVADED ZAIRE'S SHABA PROVINCE LAST MONTH. 


4. HOWEVER, WHILE THE SUMMARY CONTAINS A NUMBER OF 
SPECIFIC ASSERTIONS ABOUT CUBAN INVOLVEMENT IN THE 
INVASION, IT DOES NOT CONTAIN ANY BACKUP DOCUMENTA- 
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TION. A SENIOR WHITE HOUSE OFFICIAL, WHO DESCRIBED 

THE SUMMARY AS A ", SANITIZED" SELECTION OF INFORMATION 
FROM INTELLIGENCE REPORTS, SAID THE BACKUP MATERIAL 
COULD NOT BE MADE PUBLIC WITHOUT REVEALING INTELLI- 
GENCE SOURCES. 

5. AS A RESULT, THE WHITE HOUSE SUMMARY SEEMED 
UNLIKELY TO RESOLVE WHAT HAS BEEN THE CENTRAL ISSUE IN 
THE CONTROVERSY ABOUT CARTER'S CHARGES-WHETHER THE 
ADMINISTRATION’S EVIDENCE COMES FROM SOURCES THAT ARE 
SUFFICIENTLY RELIABLE AND CONCLUSIVE TO PROVE CUBAN 
INVOLVEMENT. 

6. THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICIAL INSISTED THAT THE INFORMA- 
TION IN THE SUMMARY WAS RELIABLE. HE DESCRIBED IT AS 
COMING FROM A VARIETY OF SOURCES-EUROPEAN, AFRICAN 
AND WHAT HE CALLED "U.S. INTELLIGENCE ASSETS." 

7. THE ADMINISTRATION, THE SOURCE ADDED, HAS A LOT 
OF ADDITIONAL INFORMATION THAT WAS NOT INCLUDED IN 
THE SUMMARY BECAUSE IT WAS REGARDED AS LESS RELIABLE 
BY U.S. INTELLIGENCE ANALYSTS. FOR EXAMPLE, HE SAID 
NONE OF THE MATERIAL IN THE SUMMARY CAME FROM ZAIRIAN 
SOURCES. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 STATE 152139 TOSEC 070050 

8. HOWEVER, SEVERAL MEMBERS OF CONGRESS AND SOME STATE 
DEPARTMENT SOURCES, WHO HAVE SEEN AT LEAST PART OF 
THE BACKUP DATA. HAVE CONTINUED TO INSIST THAT IT 
APPEARS TOO CIRCUMSTANTIAL AND TOO DEPENDENT ON 
SOURCES OF QUESTIONABLE RELIABILITY TO ESTABLISH THE 
ADMINISTRATION’S CASE CONVINCINGLY. 

9. DURING RECENT DAYS, THESE SOURCES HAVE GIVEN 
PIECEMEAL ACCOUNTS OF THE EVIDENCE THAT HAS BEEN MADE 
AVAILABLE ON A SELECTIVE BASIS TO CONGRESS. THEY 
HAVE DESCRIBED IT AS CONSISTING, IN LARGE MEASURE, OF 
DATA COLLECTED BY THE CIA FROM AFRICAN DIPLOMATS, 
CAPTURED KATANGESE REBELS AND AGENTS OF EUROPEAN 
GOVERNMENTS. 

10. BUT, THE SOURCES HAVE NOTED, MUCH OF IT IS CLEARLY 
IDENTIFIED IN CIA REPORTS AS INFORMATION RECEIVED AT 
SECOND OR THIRD HAND OR FROM PERSONS OF UNPROVEN 
RELIABILITY. SOME OF THE SPECIFIC DATA HAS BEEN 
DESCRIBED BY THESE SOURCES AS A REPORT OF A CONVERSA- 
TION WITH A SOVIET DIPLOMAT IN A THIRD COUNTRY OR 
ACCOUNTS OF PERSONS WHO APPEARED TO BE SPEAKING 
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SPANISH WORKING WITH THE REBELS. 

1 1 .THE SOURCES CONCEDE THAT THE EVIDENCE DOES POINT TO 
SOME KIND OF CUBAN INVOLVEMENT WITH THE REBELS-AT LEAST 
IN THE PAST- AND PROVIDED AN ADEQUATE INTELLIGENCE BASIS 
FOR CARTER'S POLICY DECISION TO ASSIST THE AIRLIFT OF 
FRENCH AND BELGIAN PARATROOPERS TO ZAIRE. 

12. INSTEAD, THESE SOURCES SAY, THEY QUESTION WHETHER 
THE EVIDENCE WAS STRONG ENOUGH TO JUSTIFY THE ADMINIS- 
TRATION'S ATTEMPTS TO INFLUENCE WORLD OPINION BY MAKING 
PUBLIC ACCUSATIONS AGAINST ANOTHER GOVERNMENT. 

13. PRESIDENT FIDEL CASTRO HAS DENIED THE U.S. CHARGES 
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VEHEMENTLY; AND SOME STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS ARE 
KNOWN TO FEAR PRIVATELY THAT WASHINGTON DOESN'T HAVE 
THE AMMUNITION TO WIN ITS ESCALATING WAR OF RHETORIC 
WITH HAVANA, PARTICULARLY WHERE THE ATTITUDES OF THIRD 
WORLD COUNTRIES ARE INVOLVED. 

14. THE MAIN POINTS OF THE WHITE HOUSE SUMMARY ALLEGE 
THAT CUBA MAY HAVE EQUIPPED AND REORGANIZED THE KATAN- 
GESE FORCES IN ANGOLA AS EARLY AS 1975, PROVIDED PLAN- 
NING AND TRAINING FOR AN INVASION OF SHABA BY 2,000 
KATANGESE IN MARCH 1977, AND FOLLOWING THE FAILURE OF 
THAT FORAY, CONTINUED TO AID THE REBELS UNTIL SHORTLY 
BEFORE THEIR LATEST INVASION ATTEMPT LAST MONTH. 

15. THE SUMMARY CHARGES THAT CUBAN AND SOVIET ADVISERS 
ASKED ANGOLA'S MARXIST GOVERNMENT IN 1976 TO PERMIT 
RAIDS INTO ZAIRE AND THAT CUBAN AND EAST GERMAN PERSON 
NEL TRAINED THE REBELS AT SAURIMO AIR BASE IN ANGOLA'S 
LUNDA PROVINCE. 

16. FOLLOWING THE 1977 INVASION, THE SUMMARY SAYS, 

CUBAN INSTRUCTORS PROVIDED TRAINING FOR THE REBELS AT 
FIVE BASES IN NORTHEASTERN ANGOLA-CAZOMBO, NOVA CHAVES, 
CHICAPO, SEREMO AND KAMISFOMO. 

17. BY EARLY THIS YEAR, THE SUMMARY CONTINUES, THE 
KATANGESE LEADER, NATHANIEL M'BUMBA, WAS DECLARING HIS 
INTENTION TO TOPPLE THE ZAIRE GOVERNMENT AND ASSERT- 
ING HE HAD THE SUPPORT OF THE ANGOLA REGIME. NBC NEWS 
REPORTED LAST NIGHT THAT THIS CLAIM WAS MADE IN A LETTER 
ASKING PERMISSION FROM NEIGHBORING ZAMBIA TO CROSS ITS 
TERRITORY IN ORDER TO ENTER SHABA PROVINCE. 
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18. THROUGHOUT THIS PERIOD, THE SUMMARY SAYS, CUBANS 
WERE INVOLVED IN ORGANIZING THE LOGISTICS OF THE REBELS 

MOVEMENT TOWARD THE ZAMBIAN BORDER AND ACCOMPANIED THEM 
TO THE POINT WHERE THEY LEFT ANGOLA TO ENTER ZAIRE 
THROUGH A SMALL STRIP OF ZAMBIAN TERRITORY. THE SUMMARY 
ADDED THAT THE UNITED STATES HAS NO PROOF THAT CUBANS 
WENT WITH THE REBELS INTO ZAIRE. 

19. IN THE UPPER RIGHTHAND CORNER OF THE WHITE HOUSE 
SUMMARY.THERE APPEAR THE INITIALS H.E.H., WHICH STAND 
FOR HERBERT E. HETU, THE PUBLIC INFORMATION DIRECTOR 

AT THE CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY WHO SUPERVISED PRO- 
DUCTION OF THE DOCUMENT. THE SUMMARY DATED JUNE 2, WAS 
WAS THE LAST OF SEVERAL DRAFT SUMMARIES WRITTEN TO 
BACK UP CARTER'S ALLEGATIONS AGAINST THE CUBANS IN 
AFRICA. CHRISTOPHER 
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